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en ^ l ^W te House in protest 

WACMTTJnTnM / AD\ 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Thirty rickety 
trucks and buses comprising the Vet- 
erans Peace Convoy circled the White 
House on Thursday to protest adminis- 
tration opposition to their mission of 
delivering the vehicles and tons of food, 
medicine and clothing to Nicaragua. 

The convoy arrived in Washington 
from Laredo. Texas, where customs 
officials seized four vehicles and barred 
the group from crossing into Mexico 
without posting bond and signing an 
agreement that the aging school buses 
and pickup trucks would be returned to 
the United States. 

“We have come to take care of the 
children of Nicaragua,” said convoy 
organizer Gerry Condon of San 
Francisco. “We intend to lobby and gain 
support for this convoy to pass. We want 
to feed the children, not the war.” 

Hep. Mickey Leland, D-Texas, 
expressed support for the group with a 
resolution introduced in Congress on 
Wednesday that the treasury secretary 
should not regulate the donation of 
articles to relieve human suffering in 
Nicaragua. 

“It’s wrong to thwart the humanitar- 
ian impulses of the American people. 
This tradition has sustained us and 
made us leaders throughout the world,” 
Mr. Leland said in a statement Thurs- 
day. “How ironic it would be to deny 
assistance to our own neighbors in the 
Western Hemisphere! There are hungry 
and wounded children awaiting this aid. 
People of good will wish to help them. 
We must and we will find a resolution.” 

The Treasury Department contends 
that to let the vehicles remain in 
Nicaragua would violate a trade 


embargo. 

But Mr. Condon said Reagan 
administration fears the vehicles would 
land in the military’s hands are 
unfounded. Four of the convoy’s 
original 38 vehicless did not survive the 
long trip from Laredo to Washington 
because of mechicanical problems. The 
rest, Mr. Condon said, are unworthy of 
military service because of the many 
miles they have on them — or would 
have on them by the time they reached 
Nicaragua. 

The buses, adorned with slogans in 
English and Spanish such as “Help the 
children,” ”On to Managua,” 
“Nicaragua or bust” and “Bikes, not 
bombs,” circled the White House to the 
cheers and whistles of about 100 
protesters. 

Convoy spokesman Craig Merrilees 
said the group, which is made up mostly 
of Vietnam veterans, would continue its 
protest across the street from the White 
House “as long as it takes.” But the 


contingent may take the convoy to the 
State Department if Elliot Abrams, 
assistant secretary for inter-American 
affairs, refuses their demand that he 
meet with them by Friday afternoon. 

Ellen Bork, a State Department 
spokeswoman, said the convoy’s request 
for a meeting was being considered late 
Thursday. She initially said the convoy 
should instead contact the Treasury 
Department, which is responsible for 
enforcing the trade embargo. 

The convoy formed after groups from 
Seattle, Missoula, Mont., Minneapolis, 
and Caribou, Maine, joined in Austin, 
arriving in Laredo on June 7. 

The 30 tons of aid carried by the group 
includes oats and dry milk and medical 
supplies such as crutches and wheel- 
chairs. 

Another 140 tons of humanitarian aid 
collected by the group was shipped to 
Nicaragua, members of the convoy 
said. 


